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Chris Meyers, Editor,
55 Belden Road, Burlington, Ct. 06013 (86@90-5950) Editor@MGVR.org

Today is the first day of the rest of my life! It has been quite some time since your humble

editor has put fingers to keyboard for MGVR Newsletter purposes. Time has been precious in
the Meyers household - | dearly miss my time in the sho
race when reading your race rgagntrg sfadssmWithdke
I 61 1 be spending a we eofthe thingsndoveeincludingneomnaoidatmg
with my fellowMGvint age r acer s. Il 611 start today!

MGVRs have two Focus Events to consider for 2016! Our Waterford Hills event
celebrating 20 years of Focus Events is just now taking shape with event chair Joel Hershoren
now taking entries and answering questions (you can reach Joel at whrrivintage@agmail.com.)
The WaterfordHil | s ci rcui t, | ocated on the grounds
touted as the perfect small bore course. With oodles of track time and legendary WHVR
hospitality this end of July event promises to be a not-to-be-missed date on every MG vintage
racero6s 2016 cal endar!

2011 marked MGVROs second West Coast $Sopoma ¢
Raceway (or Infineon, or Sears Point). We had such a blast that we decided to do it again
with the help of CSRG and our west coast MGVR gang. CSRG®d s ™ AnBual Charity
Challenge (September30-October 2) will host our West Coast Focus Event! Scott Brown is
working his tail off to make this a special event for all MGVRs-please mark your calendar,
make reservations and spiff up your MG in anticipation of another East Coast/West Coast
MGVR Challenge. As of this writing the Inn Marin has a block of rooms reserved for MGVR-
make your reservations NOW!

With the East coast racing season upon us now is the time to look at your racing calendar
and make choices based on MG racing traditions. Here are a few races | hold near, and dear:

1 Canadian Historic Grand Prix June 17-19, Canadian Tire Motorsports Park
VARAC - MG-Triumph Challenge ~ Simms Cup Trophy for MGs

Nothing bests Canadian hospitality and enthusiasm for vintage racing! VARAC is an all-
volunteer organization that throws one of the best, if not THE BEST, vintage race party in
North America.

1 US Vintage Grand Prix September 8-11, Watkins Glen SVRA
Collier Cup Race for MGs = Downtown Grand Prix Festival

There is so much more going on at this event than | could share with you on this page.
Watkins Glen fairly drips with race history-i f y ou daosedbbumpk g taking in the
at mosphere better check your pul se. S
Mot or Racing Resear c(WOWCenter ét he Bogé

Changing face of MGVR: | would like to welcome our new Technical Editor David Smith!
Most of you know David as the capable chauffer of MGA 49, one of the fastest MGAs East of
Hawai i ! A h u g StanfiEf@vaads, kvhoYsteps @lownh @s Technical Editor after
countless years on MGVR staff. Stan thoughtfully shares his recollections as MG vintage
racer elsewhere in this newsletter.

Now | &6m ready to charge outmyt020 MGA.e
Thanks for hanginginthere-enj oy our first news|

Safety Fast, Chris Meye s



mailto:whrrivintage@gmail.com

10 Reasons Th a t You Know You

- You know the last line of the Star Spangled Banner is "Racers start your engines".
- Your Birthday gift list is a set of Hoosier Tires.

- When you answer the question "What did you do this weekend" and your friend then
says "And you do this for Fun".

- While driving on the street, you hear little noises from passengers when you
accelerate thru a 90 degree corner.

- The fire hydrant on your street is an apex marker (see #4)

- You refer to the curve down your street as Turn 1.

- You take your helmet when getting fitted for new glasses.

- You enjoy putting car lengths on the tailgater that followed you onto a tight freeway
ramp.

- You consider engine redline important until the last lap of the race.

- You prefer to burn racing fuel in your lawn tractor to enjoy the kicky smell of the
exhaust.

Technical Tip-Five point harness with HANS Type Device

Fellow Racers: While we are preparing our MG for the upcoming racing season, it
is a good idea to check your shoulder harness anchor points to verify they meet
requirements of both harness manufacturer and HANS (or similar) manufacturer.

Please check your manufacturers specifications for specific shoulder harness
anchor placement. In my instance the harness manufacturer specifies a shoulder
harness anchor to be one inch to four inches below the top of my shoulder, measured
when | am seated in the car. The HANS device adds about 2 inches to the top of my
shoulder. Their recommended shoulder harness anchor point is one inch to two
inches below the HANS device. Other restraint systems should have similar
specifications- please check your HANS-type device manufacturer installation sheet.
In my case, the shoulder harness anchor was over three inches below the top of the
HANS device due to increased shoulder height. Harnesses that are mounted so that
the shoul der restraint mounting poirmesss
HANS) suggested points may not provide maximum protection.

My experience with relocating the shoulder harness anchor in my MGA was
challenging. Cutting out the old anchor and welding in a new anchor was time
consuming. Repainting the new installation was also a challenge. It may be a
blessing that we have over 3 months before racing season to complete this and other
upgrades.

Dave Smith, Rowdie Racing




Some MG History at Waterford Hills
(Michigan Rowdie Newsletter June 2001)

The Oakland County Sportsman Club opened the 1.5 mile track with Time Trials
in the Spring of 1958. The first Green Flag race was in October 1959. The Detroit
region of SCCA began racing there in 1960. The first Promotional effort was hot
laps in a Chrysler 300, driven by none other than Sterling Moss. We bet he was
really impressed with that ride. In spite of the strong Corvette presence, the 1963
A/Production record was at 1:26 by a Jaguar XKE. Later, Corvettes driven by Tony
Delorenzo and John Greenwood honed their skills and went on to race at Sebring &
Lemans.

In 1960 the Detroit Council of Sports Car Clubs was formed with 12 Clubs. The
MG Car Club (Formed in 1952) was well represented by the new MGA in
F/Production. In 1963, C. Cantwell set the F/P track record at 1:29. In 1964 June
Saturday F/P race 1, Don Watson #61 MGA took 1% and Joyce Sutherland in Race
4 (Ladies) took 1%. In Race 6, F & G/P Don Clining finished 2" behind a Lotus 7.

In the June Sunday race 5 for E & F/P Don Watson in the # 61 MGA took 1. John
Pierce 2" and Tom McDonald 3". Don and John took 1% & 2" in the Feature race
t oo. Il n the final 1964 race, Ray Broo
Porsche turned 1:26 lap times in 1964. By 1981 the F/P record was held by Kirk
Carl sonbés MG Midget at 1:17.The Porsch

I n 1974, Waterford Hills organized fist
earned significant nationwide coverage in Road & Track & other publications. The
first winner was Warren Tope in a DeTomaso Pantera, but 2™ Place was Larry
Campbell 6s MG. The 1975 race ended i
car struck the guardrail.

The Waterford Hills track is much like it was some 58 years ago.
Waterford has faithfully kept a Vintage race on its schedule. Please
support the MGVR Focus event this year.

Denver Cornett At Watkins Glen

| attended the Watkins Glenn vintage race in 2014 and Denver Cornett Ill was on a

panel discussion. | just posted a video online that included his account of his

father's experience at Watkins Glen in the 1948 race along with photographs from

that weekend and video of the road course. Please feel free to take a look at this

and share with anyone you'd like. | hope you enjoy it!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnoXT|NmFSK

-Rob Straw



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnoXTjNmFSk

The Challenge of Getting Fit for Racing Season

- Your 2016 Goal is to lose 10 pounds. You only have 15 pounds to go in May.

- Your plan to not use the TV remote control fails after briefly looking at the TV
control panel.

- You eat a salad for dinner. Mostly croutons & tomatoes. Well, actually one large
round crouton covered with tomato sauce and cheese. FINE: it was actually a
pizza.

- You do three sessions of cardio workout at one time after walking into a spider
web in the garage.

-You begin substituting mowing the lawn as a wrkout session. Without Guilt!

-You finish your expensive 14 day diet friendly meals in three days

This is a nice pi
NAMGAR GT-40. Here's a pic of
Dave Smith during part of the tech
session where he we pointing out
things he had done to modify his
"049" MGA for racing.

Davebds MGA HRErbkts
in the Altered A car show
class.

(Richard Powers)

FOR SALEO' 1 B O A6

| don't race an MGA anymore and would like to sell these parts, and | will bring
them to the CSRG race in the fall where MGVR has its Focus Event. Below is
my list of MGA parts (1 of each unless otherwise listed):

Front frame extension; 1" lowered A-arm pans; 2 4.88 ring and pinion sets;
4.88 welded differential (fine spline); 2 Twincam front hubs; Twincam spindle
misc twincam calipers, etc; fiberglass valance (new); pair lower stiff front
springs; stock MGA gas tank.

If anyone wants to discuss any of these parts, please contact me at 650-740-
4116. Tom Morgan




1960 MGA RACE CAR (very fast) FOR SALE

Race Ready i Stored and maintained by Tivvy Shenton in Danville, Va; VSCCA Log Book;
Prather Stage 4 1622cc Motor 144 hp; Billet Crankshaft i 7500 rpm redline; Lowered
Suspension; Nice Instrument Package; EGT Gauges; Accusump Oil Pressure System;
Roll Bar i Intrusion Cage; Custom Windscreen; Front Disks; MGB Rear Brake Adjusters;
Fire Suppression System; Custom Tilton Brake Pedal Assembly & BalanceBar; Custom
Wiring Harness; Close Ratio Straight Cut Gearbox; Welded Differential prepared by Kent
Praether; MGB Front End Trunions; Battery moved to rear; Corner Weights; Adjustable
Rear Springs; Shifter Lock Out; Aluminum Radiator/Heat Exchanger; Prather Designed
Cooling System; Lightweight Racing Seats; Tow Hooks; Fuel Cell Bladder replaced 2012;
72 Spoke Dayton Wire Wheels; Hoosier tires.

MG was prepped by Kent Prather (8 time SCCA National Champion) in his Kansas Shop i
Prather drove it and tuned the car himself at speed in a SVRA event. Call him about the
car if you have any questions. Asking $30K or obo.
Jay Nadelson, 3632 Darin Drive, Punta Gorda, FL 33950, 917-952-4664 or e-mailto:
nadelson@alum.mit.edu

MGVR MGA nBest

MGVR David Holmes takes Best in Show at Brits on the Lake in Port Perry,

Ontario with his MGA Twin Cam!




Adventures of Racing at Pittsburgh International Race Com|olex7

On Wednesday afternoon, July 8™ 2015 we headed out for Wampum Pa. to
go racing. We made it to Erie PA and spent the first night in a Home Depot
parking lot.

We needed beer for the week so | found a huge grocery store and went in to
buysome at about 8: 30am. But it seems
| went back to the MH and waited. Went back in at 9, found my beer, carried it
up to the cash and waited. When it w
take that to the cashier in the deli area where you found it as we are not
all owed to sell beer in the grocery
not even allowed to touch the beer. So | went back to the deli and put my two
cases of 12 on the counter. The cashiersay s fidri ver 6s | i c
her my Ontario driverodos |icense and
|l &m not sure how to do this, so she
comes back and says okay but by the way | can only sell you one case of beer
at a ti me. You can go out and come b
I n as one sale. By now | dm practi
experience. Il finally said itds okay
overcome by desire and get myself drunk at 9am in PA).

So we get underway and arrive at the track at about noon on Thursday. Found
ourselves a good spot in the paddock that had hydro and was close to a grassy
area where the dogs could do what dogs do. That evening Brian Mckie took me
out in his golf cart to see the new section of track that we were about to
experience. It had been r ai ni n dheraweate
so may dips and dives and corners and blind turns and hard braking zones that
I was concer ne dfindamyaspeed through uhlis chewdséction. Just
to make it really disastrous was the fact that any inch off the pavement and you
would be in mud up to your axles.

On Friday you could pay yan oex t$rla2 5% X
I have never paid for a Apractice da
down and paid for half a day. What a shock, | had no trouble getting a basic
understanding of how to get around this new 1 mile section with some decent
speed. Of course the other 1.9 miles | had driven successfully twice before. By
the third practice session | was motoring along pretty good, out braking people
into corners, flying around the corners and hauling ass down the straights.

Come race day we had one practice session, one qualifying session and one
race. The practice went we | | and in
spaceo and was | aying down some r ec¢
through the 4" lap my throttle stuck wide open. Nothing | did would release it
so | had no choice but to turn off the motor. Then what | did was put it in top
gear and control the car by turning the ignition on and off as needed and
limped it back to the paddock.




PIRC Races - Continued 8

The problem turned out to be a shredded throttle cable. Luckily | carry a spare but it is a bit of a
shitty job. So | got the old one out, (which was determined not to leave) and proceeded to
shove the new one back in. No way would it go. It seems the reason the old one shredded is that
the sheath was worn out. |l don6t carry one o
British car owners if they had one. No one d
cabl e for br akeslo.haGu ebsrso twgwatheelCIthevinry With sis to use as a
paddock bike . It was perfect. So now my MGB has parts on it from a bike. How about that?

So the weekend went great, | was the fastest MGB in every session and had one particularly
goodbattle with a BMW 2002 (thatodéds the model
from some distance back, | fought them for one lap but then decided to let them go and see what |
could learn from them. | then stayed on their ass till the end of the race. Later, once | was out of
my hot, sticky race clothes (did | mention it was sweltering hot), | went over and found the car and
ités driver. Turns out the driver was a midd
happy | had come over. She said that had been one of the most exciting races she had ever had.

So now for the last part of this racing story. We were the second last race group to run on
Sunday afternoon. The races were running way behind because their computer system had
decidedto do an i up gowa@ne and a helf hoursslaier and it was back on line (no GD
computer stories needed here, we all have them). So the afternoon races start with group one, no
particular problem. Then race group two and again no particular problem. Then race group three
goes out and we are up next. There doesnot
all our gear, we get the two minute signal so we fire up our cars, turn on our cameras and get
ready to go. And that is when everything went for a shitt Moments later the official gives us the
signal to kill our engines. Seems some inconsiderate idiot in race group three managed to run his
car into a tire wall on the cool down lap. So the tow truck is sent out and there we sit fully suited
up, strapped down, cameras running and not an ounce of air coming in. Thankfully the sun has
become covered up by darkish skies. Now you
more than about five minutes but after 15 minutes another tow truck goes out. Seems that the first
truck got stuck and needed towing out (it had rained a lot overnight on Friday). By the time we
were rolling out we had been sitting for half an hour and now those dark skies were dropping little
rain drops.

The first lap of every race is done at a very moderate speed behind a pace car. This track is 2.9
miles so it takes about 6 minutes. When we came around to get the green flag, the pace car is still
in front of wus and we can see t haoufriggeng kddieg me!t
We donét need a second pace | ap because of a
anyway! Turns out that it wasnét about the r
down on the pace lap and was parked in a bad spot. So around we go again. And around we go
again. I dondt e v eace. Byahe imelwe gouacgreendlag thé @in wap coming
down in earnest and it only got worse. Now most of you know | love racing in the rain and certainly
the rain didnot ruin the race but al | t hose
finished in 7" overall (I startedin13™) . | drove the car into the
always makes it a successful weekend.

Now just one last thing to comment on. The weekend overall was great. VRG did a great job.
The schedule was well planned and the race groups well put together. We were served two great
meal s with all/l the beer and wi ne Yy o unkWbecauseeahdt
would be stupid). The new track was great and all the officials were as pleasant and helpful as
you could ask for, We even had entertai nmen
r a ¢ eThdre had to be close to 80 local cars that come in to do drag racing on the front straight.

Joe Lightfoot




DaV|d Holmes and one piece of his impressive car collection are maklng thelr
way to the infamous Watkins Glen International next week as part of celebrations
for the trackodés reopening. The EI mir
cars. He owns four race cars and five vintage street cars.

This time around heds been asked to b

Alt was raced in the early 50s by a {
started racing in Ontario at the airport tracks and then he went down to the
States. In 1952 he was clocked on Grand Island in that car in a race doing 107
miles an hour, which was absolutely phenomenal and then he went down to
Wat kins Glen, 0 Hol mes expl ains. Own e
the most famous race tracks in the world. The opening weekend from Apr. 15-17
will start off the 2016 racing season.

Hoan drove this car in Watkins Glen when they used to race on the country
roads. AThey would race through town
country and then back into town. And there was an accident where a little boy
was killed 7 it happened in front of Tommy Hoan i and it ended road racing in
America. And after that they built a

Hoan sold the car in 1953 and it stayed in the States until 2010 when Holmes
| earned that the man who owned it had
Jamest own, New York and brought the ¢
stay, 0 Hol me shashkeendacing withdhle Yigage Automobile Racing
Association of Canada for nearly a decade now, having taken on the sport when
he was nearing 60. (continued on next page)




(David Holmes i Continued)

While his trophy case is full, he 6 s mo st proud of
Bucket by the MG Vintage Racersof A me r tepresehtong thie

spirit of V i mviticA e eeceivead aftér ony fodr years of
racing.

Holmes recently returned to Elmira from Lakeland, Florida where he spends
the winter, in order to fix the car before the event.

AThe car broke on me with one | ap t
oi |l pressure | ine to the head. That
because | had to come back, fix the oil line, and then run the car to make sure
t hat there wasnot any damage to th1
then 1 6d have to put another motor
TC in Amelia Island, which was also anairpor t r aceway. He
raced there since 1972, so it was &
because of complications with getting a medical done. But he ran into
someone in Lakeland who worked for the Sportscar Vintage Racing
Associationwhot ol d him he was eligible to
within the year.

He zipped back home to Canada, picked up his race car and his son, and
returned to Amelia Island.

AThe first day there, this same | ad
promotional for the race. It was being done at the Channel 4 Jacksonville TV
station, which | agreed to. There | met Tony Parella who owns SVRA, and |
gave him a little history on the car. He did the promotion, he was interviewed
and lwas inthebackgr ound, 6 Hol mes sai d.
There were two cars brought down for that event, his and a Corvette. Parella

asked Hol mes i f he was busy in April
AHe said theydre having a ceremony
because they repavedthe t r ac k . The governor 6s

and a whole bunch of other dignitaries. He said that he would pay me to bring
my car down and drive it around the track for half a day and maybe give rides.
I pretty quickly said yes, 0 Hol mes
A variety of vintage race cars will be showcased at the ceremony as part of
the trackds opening weekend.

As for I f any of said dignitaries
former car?
Al think thereds a good chance that

Whitney Neilson

http://www.observerxtra.com

Whitney Neilson is a photo journalist for The Observer.



http://observerxtra.com/author/wneilson/
http://www.observerxtra.com/
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F Where Is MGVR? /

VINTAGE

RACERS

MGVR is alive and taking solid food...

Apologies to subscribers old and new-your editor took a sabbatical but is back in the driver’s seat and hot to
trot with news on upcoming events.

Waterford Hills Vintage Racing and our 2016 East Coast Focus Event is slated for July 29-31 at the Oakland
County Sportsmans’ Club in Clarkston, Michigan. A few quick notes-

e Event registration forms will be available shortly. You will be able to register through Motorsportsreg, or
(preferred) the old fashioned way by downloading forms from their website and sending S.

e You have the option to arrive early and leave late (Wednesday to Monday) but will need to let the organizers
know of your plans to do so. That means contacting yours truly, or Joel Hershoren (whrrivintage@gmail.com).

e Thereis no cost to camp at the track. MGVR Central and Paddock will be in the outfield-plenty of room to spread

out!
WATERFORD HILLS
e Friday is practice day and ‘school’ day for those new to the Waterford Hills '~y NN |
— LJ
track. L
e Expect more juicy info in the next week or so! 5 L LHAEEL) S

MG West Coast Reunion at Sonoma Raceway and MGVR West Coast Focus Event September 30-October 2.
A few quick notes-

e Scott Brown has set aside a block of room at the Inn Marin in Novato, CA for this event. You can book rooms at by
calling Terri at 415-883-5952 ext. 561-mention promo code MGVR16. The rate is $175/night (a bargain). Get your
rooms while they last! These rates are based on single, or double occupancy for king, or double/double beds. Res-
ervations can be for Thursday-Sunday nights. This rate includes a complimentary continental breakfast with fresh
fruit, Make Your Own waffles, freshly baked bagels with cream cheese, banana muffins, hard boiled eggs, orange
juice, coffee, tea, hot chocolate and choice of hot, or cold cereal (phew). Coffee snobs can forego the free coffee
and hike to the nearby Peet’s Coffee.

e Our West Coast friends are hosting a beer/wine reception after Friday testing. Satur-
day night dinner is hosted by Sonoma Raceway at the track. After dinner will be
awards and general mischief.

e More to report as this event takes shape. For now please make your reservations.

Contact Information:

East Coast Focus Event -Chris Meyers  editor@mgvr.org
Waterford Hills Road Racing www.waterfordhills.com

West Coast Focus Event-Scott Brown  scott@scottbrowndesign.com
Sonoma Raceway www.racesonoma.com




| Remember é 2
(E-mail From: Stan Edwards OTo: Chris Meyers)

Chris,O OYou say you remember (with regrets) cutting me off at turn 4 at
Laguna Seca. Let me say, categorically, that | remember no such thing.O OLet
me tell you what | do remember. | remember being passed by, and then
following Scott Brown in our qualifying session. Then when we gridded for our
first race, they kept waving me forward, and then further still forward, and gridded
me in second place, behind Scott. (In the race a number of those gridded behind
me passed me!) Hint, follow the guy who knows the track. He can show you the
fast way around.

| remember another time at Laguna Seca when | needed to change a clutch in
the pits, and had some of the most qualified, and if | had had to pay for it, most
expensive help you could hope for. There was Dave Headley under the MGA
removing bolts and Bob Yarwood working the hoist. Where else could you get
such qualified help? O Ol remember several laps side by side with Lou Marchant
at Hallet, Oklahoma.

I remember Mid Ohio, when | was driving a red and silver Spridget, and
another racer in a yellow Spridget told me after each session, "I'll catch you next
time." He did, when a rear spring on my car broke.

| remember when we had an MG/Allard challenge at Watkins Glen, and if |
remember correctly, the Allards won, because it was decided to count the total
number of cylinders.

| remember a race session at Elkhart Lake when we raced in an absolute gully
washing downpour. You really had to take a different line when racing in the wet
- and not much time to learn what the "wet line" was. | remember seeing
headlight catching up from behind, then Bill Hollingsworth going by in his skinny
tired TC.

| rememberhaving the opportunity to race at some of the best race
courses in the country, like Road America, Virginia International Racewal
Road Atlanta, Bryar (now New Hampshire International Speedway,) and
course Mid Ohio, Watkins Glergduna Seca.

| rememberracing with some of the best folks in the world that you coulc
ever hope to call your frienddMIG folks, also known as MGVR.

But strange as it may seerhabsolutely do not remembeyou, or anyone
else, cutting me off at turn 4t Laguna Seca.

Stan Edwards, MGA
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MGVR nOut Of Focuso Event at i P diri-Bayo
- an event unlike any other!

Yours truly and co-pilot Jim Warren left Connecticut Friday afternoon and
made Mercer PA just in time for a cocktail and banter before turning in for the
night. Saturday we stopped to see daughter Jen and her husband Kevin for
lunch and then departed as a foursome for the ferry at Catawba Ohio. After a
short ferry ride we arrived on South Bass Island to a smiling Manley Ford (event
co-chair), who led us to the paddock on the south western tip of the airport
runway and gave us a quick description of activity awaiting us. With the
festivities beginning on Sunday, we arrived early to set up MGVR Central and
relax before diving into Sunday registration, tech, and Wine and Cheese
social. That was the plan until the enthusiastic and bubbly Jack Woehrle (event
co-chair) stopped by to chat and share his wisdom as Summer resident of
SouthBasslIsland. i You must go into town toni
as he assisted in supervising the MGVR setup. Af t er repeat ed
relented by renting a golf cart and went into town which means the four of us
(me, Jim, Jen, Kev) went into the Village of Put-in-Bay. It was nuts. According
to those oO60in the knowd -NolOpen AlcolorContamers
In Public and No Other Rules. This became quite evident as the night
unfolded. Be careful not to venture beyond the Ilimits of the drinking
establishment where you purchased the drink. T h at 6 We pgratticed this
ritual into the wee hours of the morning and then tooled back to the paddock to
rest wup for Sunda ypgaddock reigiforcerhenta and Wine andt
Cheese party.

Sunday arrived way too early but after coffee and some fresh air things
started to come into focus. It looked to be a warm, sunny day as racers arrived
to set up their paddocks and greet friends. With 15 MGs expected we set up
MGVR Centr al to take advant age o-Shaphl{
MGVR Central with help from Dan Leonard and friend Jane. MGs filled in the L
moving toward the access road. Several MGVRs were staying off-paddock and
kindly parked their trailers to the paddock edges where set up would be a
challenge. Daughter Jen sketched a huge MG Octagon on the road to mark our
paddock. Dave Smith thoughtfully brought our paddock signs from Watkins
Glen to mark borders. By early afternoon paddock policing came to an
uneventful end! Next on the agenda was the rolling car show, where MGs
along with local special interest cars lap the village in front of waving
crowds. Several race cars took part in this weekly ritual. Following the show |
jumped into my MGA and drove into town (you can drive around the island in
your race car!) and found PIB Village Hall

(more)
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(Put-In-Bay Continued)

where registration was well under way. After tech (thanks to Dave Smith and
Tom Baumgardner) the pre-race checklist was complete. After leaving my
daughter and hubby off at the Miller Ferry it was off to Bayview Drive and the
Put in Bay Winery! This lovely little place features something like 10 different
wines from Merlot to Red Witch Sauvignon Blanc. | chose the Riesling and
settled in to conversation with fellow vintage racers while taking in the bay view
and the lovely late Summer evening weather. A beautiful way to end a busy
day! Tomorrow is Race Day 1!

Monday dawned warm and slightly muggy as volunteers began setting up for
the dayods r aces PdBorganizers kindlyBet @pibmregkfast dt the
Hangar wher e vi de oases played.m~oltowire bréaBfasOrécers
waved as the Mail Plane arrived, marking the shutting down of the runway in
anticipation of race course set-up. Next we attended t he
of Engage me nthabcanMbe sutmmed gp thus: please behave while on
ourisland-and dondt get c a urgehadmomitiorsvioekdddov then
most part. From 10 to Noon the Recollections Roundtable (featuring Chris
Kintner, grandson of original PIB race directors Dick and Betty Henn) held court
at the Hangar. While this competitor unfortunately missed the roundtable due
to a misbehaving race car all reports from attendees concurred that this was a
feature of the event that should not have been missed! With racing slated for
1:30 racers gathered at the airpo r t ter minal for a Mae
Meeting that can be summed up in one sentence: ( sor t of ) : ;
Dondét Hit Anything, Dondét Hit Hay Ba
Dondét Hit Hay Bal eso.

Racers were distributed by speed potential into three groups aptly named
Group 1, Group 2, and Group 3. Gr oup fi40 was the Exh
of vintage street iron. Group 1 MGs included Kurt Byrnes(TD), Mike
Barstow(TD), George Shafer(TD), Russell Lane(TD), Dale Schmidt(TD), Dan
Leonard(TC Special), Scott Fohr man(J
TD. Group 2 featured Jim Holody (A Twin Cam), Bob Van Kirk (Midget), Dave
Smith (A), John Deikis(Midget), Steve Konsin(A) and Yours Truly(A). John
Fontella(B) was only Group 3 MGVR. The Exhibition Group MGs were Larry
Smith(F) Noel Miller (TD), Laureen Mooney(TD), Mark Oldenberg(A), Austin
Pillon(BGT), Terry Ripich(TC), Dave Smittle(Magnette), Don Spar(TC), Cary
Sunderhaus(TD),Adrienne Wilson(A), Jim Austhof(B), Matthew Bade(B),
Charlie Baldwin(TD), Tom Bishop(A), Dale Brown(B), Peter Davis(PA), Ernie
Freeman(TD), David Gardner(BGT), John Gervasi(TD), Liz Haines(B), Tommy
Hart(B), and Tom Baumgardner(Magnette). Racers please forgive me if |
missed anyone. Monday 0 s r |lstedeas Oriengatioa, Practice, and




(Put-In-Bay Continued)

Qualifying. With only minimal mischief racers shucked and jived their way
around the tight airport course with some fairly close racing in all three
groups. At 5 PM racing ceased and staging for the Old Course Laps
commenced. Carl Goodwin, author of They Started in MGs wrote a wonderful
article on PutinBay Road Races-f i nd someone who has
race program and read his wonderful story. Af t er t he dayods &
were on their own. | enjoyed a wonderful dinner with Dan, Jane and Jim at the
Blue Luna!

Tuesdayods racing consisted of a qui ¢
comers warm up and group race action. In my opinion the best place to watch
PIB racing is from the hangar area where racers have to navigate a hay bale
chicane of sorts after a fairly long straight. Racers being racers-this is where
the rubber left the tire and became part of the road as several fellas practiced
VERY LATE braking. Some of the best (and most notorious) activity took place
here. For my money no racer held a candle to Kurt Byrnes, who consistently
tossed his TD through the left-right faster than anyone in the event! In Group 1
Mike Barstow and Kurt Byrnes traded first place throughout the event with
George Shafer not too far behind. Russell Lane, driving the ex-Paul Fitzgerald
TD held his own followed by Dale Schmidt in his well turned out TD. Dan
Leonard looked extremely busy in his fast TC Special-l heard him comment that
it was quite a chore keeping the beast pointed in the right direction. Jonathan
Lanetook hi s time coming up to speed wi
mixing it up with the T Series gang. Scott Fohrman was the bravest of the
brave-thrashing his J2 to its limit while keeping away from hay bales and late
brakers. Group 2 saw Twin Cam racer Jim Holody up near the front while Bob
Van Kirk held his own in a Midget that gave him some oil pressure fits early on.
Dave Smith, driving the venerable #49 MGA with street engine coaxed every
last pony out of his engine and found himself mid-pack as did John Deikis in his
Midget. Move of the race? Holody gets outbraked by a Volvo 544 going into
the Hangar Chicane. Well actually, anyone who saw the move gave thumbs up
to Jim for using discretion-that Volvo must have looked huge in his
mirrors! Group 3 racing saw John Fontanella dodging hay bales as the Alfa
contingent decided to try the agricultural route to fast lap times. John held his
own in a group bristling with 9Gbddaverk
dodging the moving chicanes! The all-comers Put in Bay Cup race was my
favorite, where the fast TDs (Byrnes, Barstow) held their own near the front of
the group while other MGVRs kept pace mid pack. The Barstow/Byrnes combo
| aid plans before the raceé.s@yduimigt,
hit the same hay bale, and come in for a scolding, and if all goes well we should
be right were we started . It worked
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FOR SALE

Listed below are a few parts that a fellow MG racers might find of interest.

I have 4 MG 26 spline axels all in excellent shape and an MG 26 spline
welded Dif. in excellent shape. Make offer!

Steve Nichols @ 612.306.1022 or seedguys@msn.com

| just ran across this U-tube video that is rather interesting and though you might have interest
init! https://youtu.be/UzoolNs7sHQ

It was posted on the "Just British Online Motoring Magazine" e-mail | received. | had never
seen it before and found it fascinating! Produced by the BBC in 2012, it focuses on the British
car industry from WWII up through the 1960's. Well produced from the "British point of view"
with many insights, including:

Historic film clips; Personal interviews of those involved; Told from a British point of
view; Failed British car models included; Stirling Moss - Speed records for advertising; Races
at LeMons and other places (win on Sunday, sell on Monday!); European
road rallies; Marketing strategies by the car companies; Brit cars in Movies; Women racing
Brit cars - Pat Moss in particular; Model competition and influence between
manufacturers; British tax penalties in the home market (to encourage exports); Design
considerations - including Sex in styling; MG-Triumph-Austin Healey -Jaguar - & More!

Run time is 59 minutes - well worth taking the time to watch if you have never seen it.




