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NEXT UP 

THE COLLIER CUP 

WATKINS GLEN 

SEPT 9-12 

LET’S MAKE IT 

LOOKLIKE THE COLLIER CUPS OF LONG AGO. 

 
 
 
 
 
A very successful MGVR focus race at Virginia International Raceway 

this month.  Story and photos are the entirety of this issue.  It’s your job 
to send me letters, advertisements, photos and stories for May.  We 
look forward to a great Collier Cup in September.  Get those motors 

running and ready for The Glen. 



MGVR FOCUS RACE 

April 4, 2021 

Virginia International 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What a great weekend for the MGVR crowd.  It was cold most of the weekend, but 
The Faithful were true.  Over 40 race entries and even about 30 folks appeared 
Saturday evening for burgers, hot dogs, 4 salads, two kinds of beans, cookies, 
deserts, cold beer, red and white wine, soft drinks, chips – a bona fide old 
fashioned back yard BBQ.  We were honored as MGB driver Dave Blakey brought 
two of his crew who just happen to be professional chefs.  This was mana from 
heaven or Eric Russell and I would have been slinging burgers.  The chefs, Curtis 
Matthews and Chris Medico kept everything moving. The food hot, smiles on their 
faces and they even brought some superb gourmet beans for the crowd.  AND 
they brought their own grille.  It’s nice to see professionals at work. 
 
During the festivities, the three MGVR yearly awards were voted on and 
presented.  The John Target “doff of the Cap” award for an MGB driver 
Honouring the MGB racer and car capturing the look and character of the 
period.  Poor Hap Waldrop won.  At race time, Hap’s car was not completely 
finished but he was motivated to support the MGVR and tried to finish his car at 
the track.  It ran, but not for long.  Yet Hap stayed the entire weekend watching 
races, shaking hands and telling stories.   
 
The Bill Parish award to the “MG vintage racer who is having the most fun and 
being the Master of Speed Deception while being unconcerned about 
winning” went to long time MGVR MGA racer Eric Russell.  Eric builds and 



campaigns his car, never 
complaining, always 
helping and simply enjoys 
the competition.  
The prestigious Big 
Copper Bucket Spirit 
Award is awarded every 
year at the focus event.  
The winner is selected 
by vote of his/her peers, 
who vote for the MG 
vintage Racer who best 
represents The Spirit of 
MG Vintage Racing.  I 
was honored to be the 
recipient. 
 

 The VIR paddock was so swamped there was no way for us to rope off an MG 
only area but, as always, everyone found a place and many were around MGVR 
central which was a big, grassy space between the RV’s of Eric Russell and Dave 
Nicholas.   
 
For racers, the MG’s were in 3 groups.  Group 1 had the T-types in GP, MGA’s 
and MG midgets or Sprites in FP.  Group 3 had the MGB’s and Couriers and 
Group 8 had Les Gonda in the screaming MGB-GT V8.  Every car had practice 
sessions, 2 qualifying sessions and 2 races Plus the MG race.  For many of us the 
weather was simply too cold for the daily 8:15am sessions.  Friday and Saturday it 
was below freezing, and I mean in the mid 20’s.  I kept saying that Honey Bee’s 
motor doesn’t run well under 45° but really it was the driver who wanted no part of 
those freezing temperatures. 
 
Sunday dawned sunny and not too cold.  As we got ready to go to the grid it was 
well into the 40’s and was warming by the minute. Pete Uzdavinis in his 1275 MkII 
midget sat on the pole as two faster cars never made it to the grid.  But Wait !  
Sitting alone in the back was the evil looking, bulging muscle MGB GT V8 of Les 
Gonda.  He was supposed to start on pole but made the decision it was not fair to 
the other 45 cars (yes there were 46 entered) to start first and drive away.  But 
having raced cars for 50+ years I knew there was a sly grin on his unshaven face 
thinking he wanted to scream by every car in the field to show his prodigious 
speed.  VIR is perfect for that with two long straights for the V8 to stretch its legs 
without any danger.  Frankly, in the same situation, who wouldn’t do exactly the 
same thing?  The officials were totally pissed but nobody from the MG crowd said 
a word.  It was kind of fun, and if you want to see how fast he went by the leaders 



I offer you Kenny Williamson’s go-pro video to see for yourself.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNPHitKpfmI  
 
Have fun with the entire video, but the 4th lap about 14 minutes into the race is 
when Les makes his appearance.  Kenny and Alan Tosler were fighting for the 
lead when Les went by.  Shortly after the pass you’ll see double yellow flags being 
shown.  There were close to a half dozen cars stranded on the circuit and wisely, 
the officials decided it would be too dangerous for the race to continue. 
 
The start was hectic as always.  I was starting 6th alongside Kenny “Goose” 
Williamson.  Pete was on the pole in the midget, Richard Schnabel had a guest 
driver in his MGA who stormed the field on Saturday and started 2nd then Alan 
Tosler’s blue/white MGB hardtop, John Hamilton in his orange MGB and the 
aforementioned Goose in his MGB.  Watch the start.  Kenny simply powers 
through the entire field but showed good judgement in giving Pete room in turn 
one.  From there it was game on – except for me.  I got passed at the start by the 
B’s but went outside at turn one hoping to re-pass on the way to turns 2 & 3.  
Except the combination of cold track and cold tires got me.  Applying full power 
the rear wheels spun and I went sideways.  I caught the lurid slide, but had two 
wheels on the grass and thought better of spinning in front of the entire field and 
coasted it out until safe to return to the pavement. 
 
Alan passed Goose going into turns 2 & 3, then nearly passed Pete on the back 
straight showing how powerful these 1800’s can be.  John Hamilton out-braked 
Williamson into the hairpin known as Oak Tree and set out after Pete and Tosler.  
But Kenny had too much power and went back into 3rd place on the back straight.  
Pete held them back through the twisty bits then both B’s went into the lead on the 
front straight with Kenny nearly pulling even with Alan.  The better handling midget 
swept past Williamson going into turn 3 and it was back and forth after that.  Until 
Les showed up and spoiled the party.  Pete had his throttle cable break on lap 3 
but was able to idle in gear all the way back to the pits. 
And that’s how it ended.  Les in the V8, Alan in the B hardtop, Kenny in the B 
roadster, John Hamilton in his orange B and the very quick midget of Pete Carroll 
made up the top 5.  Dave Conrad was the first MGA home in 9th.  I made it back 
past a lot of the field but could not catch David’s maroon car.  Jonathon Lane 
came from Colorado and took top T honors in his TC.  All in all, 26 cars were still 
running at the end of a long weekend and some hard driving.   
 
We are all proud of you MGVR racers.  There were times during the past couple of 
years where we did not get 26 entries much less 26 cars that finished and 46  
I am hoping to have an announcement soon for the balance of 2021 and for 2022.  
Manley Ford has proposed we nominate Put-In-Bay as an MGVR event, and I 
agree.  You can learn more about this historical and unique event 
at  http://www.pibroadrace.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNPHitKpfmI
http://www.pibroadrace.com/


 
Keep the shiny side up and the greasy side down. All the racers hope to see you 
during the season. 
 
WHAT YOU MISSED AT THE BBQ 

Our chef hard at work    Dog anyone? 
 

 
 
It was cold 
but sunny 
and the 
group was 
happy 
 
 
 
 
 



The beer drinkers      The wine o’s 
 
 
 
 
It was so cold Todd 
Stevenson wore his 
drivers suit all weekend. 
 
“It was the warmest  
thing I brought with me” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Nashville Zapata’s 
relax after a long day. 
 
 
 



THE CARS ARE ALWAYS THE STARS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Les Gonda’s V8 MGB won 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Tosler’s  MGB was 2nd 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenny “Goose” Williamson in 3rd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Hamilton was 4th 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pete Carroll’s midget finished 5th 

Colorado’s Jon Lane was first T type 



Dave Conrad was first MGA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Daniels Jr was first Sprite HP 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 

 


