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Happy New Year to all.  The racing season got underway this past 
weekend at the Daytona 24 hour.  I had not been to Daytona since the 
late 80’s and the changes are remarkable.  The complex itself is even 
more enormous than back in the day.  The cars are, in comparison, 
amazing.  From the new Daytona/LeMans hybrid cars down to the GTD 
cars, all are incredibly complex.  My only criticism is the noise is gone.  
The howling Ferrari V-12, the throaty Detroit V8’s and V10’s, even the 
growling Porsche 6’s are all much quieter.  But they are fast ! 
 
The MG 100th year is now here.  Our marque was created 100 years 
ago and as you know we are planning our huge Lime Rock celebration.  
Registration is open and Skip Barber told me last week that 20% of the 
entire registration are MG’s.  You can register now at 
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/historic-festival-41-race-car-
entry-lime-rock-park-687269 
 
A legend in racing, Paddy Hopkirk, passed away recently.  We’re 
inserting a great history of this MG racer from the August 2022 Safety 
Fast magazine. 
 
A true MG man, Ted Rounds was not a famous international racer, but 
a true MGVR kind of man who loved to race, prepared his own cars and 
was a friend and mentor to many.  David Cathers writes the story of Ted 
in his article “Because I Had A Car” 
 
Our Indiana brothers are organizing their own 100th celebration at their 
GOF in June.  The info is on their very neat page. 
 
While ignition problems don’t happen often in new cars, they sure do in 
our classic MG’s.  “When the fire goes out” might help. 
 
 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/historic-festival-41-race-car-entry-lime-rock-park-687269
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/historic-festival-41-race-car-entry-lime-rock-park-687269


 
 
When the Fire Goes Out: 9 Easy Steps to Diagnosing Ignition 
Problems 

By Carl Heideman 
Dec 29, 2022 | Spark | Posted in Drivetrain , Electronics & 
Electrical Systems | From the Nov. 2005 issue | Classic Motorsports 
  

 
If there is any ignition 
component that gets 
an unfairly bad rap, 
it’s the coil. Coils are 
very quickly blamed 
for ignition problems, 
yet almost universally 
they are not at fault. 
Coil manufacturers 
must love this, 
however, as it sells a 
lot of coils. 
We discussed the theory behind an ignition system in our last issue, 
and now it’s time to troubleshoot common problems. Ignition problems 
generally fall into two categories: Things that cause the car to not run at 
all, and things that make the car run poorly. 
A 12-volt test light is your best friend when diagnosing ignition problems 
that keep a car from running. If your car still has points, a tach/dwell 
meter and a timing light—preferably a dial-back type—are pretty 
important cousins to your test light when it comes to figuring out why 
it’s running poorly.  
A little common sense will also go a long way. Always keep your fingers 
and other appendages clear of a spinning cooling fan—if it’s 
thermostatically controlled, remember that it can turn on when the 
engine is off—and don’t forget that a coil can pack a wallop. 
Let’s start with a diagnosis plan that should uncover most 
ignition problems found. 
 

https://classicmotorsports.com/tags/spark
https://classicmotorsports.com/articles/?topic=9
https://classicmotorsports.com/articles/?topic=10
https://classicmotorsports.com/articles/?topic=10


If the car won’t run... 
1. Is There Spark at the Plugs? 

 
When looking for troubles, it’s 
usually best to start at the spark 
plug-end of the ignition path and 
work backward. The first thing to 
do is to pull a spark plug wire while 
an assistant cranks the engine and 
check for spark. Before having the 
assistant crank the engine, insert a 

spare spark plug or screwdriver into the plug boot and then 
position the plug wire near a ground source. 
 
If you see a strong spark, keep trying this with all the plug wires. If 
there’s a good spark at each wire, you’ve either got a fuel 
problem—remember that 5 percent of all carburetor problems are 
actually carburetor problems, after all—or you’ve got your timing 
set way off. There’s also a chance that you’ve got your plug wires 
on in the wrong order. 

 
  

2. Is There Spark From the Coil? 
 If you don’t have spark at the plug 

lead, the next thing to check is 
whether you’re getting spark from 
the coil to the distributor. Pull the 
coil wire from the distributor and 
hold it near a ground. Again, have 
your assistant crank the engine 
and look for spark from the coil 

lead. 
 
If you have spark, you likely have a problem with your distributor 
rotor or cap, so you may want to replace them. In recent years, 
rotor problems have been much more common than cap problems, 
so you probably want to start with a rotor. 



 
3. Is There Power to the Coil? 

  
If you don’t have spark from the coil 
lead, you’ll need your 12-volt test light 
for the next test. Attach the ground clip 
of the light to a good ground, and then 
touch the point to the positive side of 
the coil while the ignition switch is 

turned on. (This is assuming a negative-ground car.) 
 
The light should glow. If not, you’ll need to trace this part of the 
ignition circuit to determine why the coil isn’t getting power. (Note: 
For positive-ground cars, switch the polarity on this test 
procedure.) 
  

4. Does the Switching Mechanism Work? 
  

If you have power to the coil, hold the 
pointer of your light to the negative 
side of the coil while your assistant 
cranks the engine. Your light should 
flash on and off as the engine spins 
over, telling you that the switching 

mechanism in the distributor is working. (This is true whether the 
car has points or an electronic ignition.) 
 
If the light glows steady or not at all, it’s time to get into the 
distributor. If working with a positive-ground car, don’t forget to 
switch the polarity on this test procedure as well. 
 
To determine why your distributor isn’t providing the switching for 
the coil, you’ll need to get out the manual for your car or ignition 
system (if it’s an aftermarket system) to go through the testing 
procedure for your points or electronic switching mechanism. 

 
 



If the car runs poorly... 
1. How Are the Plugs? 

  
 As obvious as this sounds, pull the 

plugs and make sure they’re the 
right ones for your engine. Also 
make sure they’re not wet, oil-
soaked, or just plain gunked-up. 

 If they look bad, don’t worry about 
it just yet, but either replace them 
or thoroughly clean them. Rarely 

will plugs be bad, but they need to be the correct ones and in good 
condition for many of our subsequent tests. 

 
2. Is There a Strong Spark? 

 
 
If your car is hard to start or runs poorly 
when it is starting, the first thing to check is 
spark quality. Using an assistant, repeat the 
previous test for spark at the plug wire. Do 
you see a sharp spark that will jump a gap 
of at least a quarter inch? Can you see it in 
broad daylight? Can you hear it crackle? If 
not, it’s probably too weak as the result of 
electrical losses along the spark food chain. 
 

The easiest way to start looking for these losses is to reconnect all 
the plug wires and start the engine. Ground your 12-volt test light 
and then use the pointer to follow each plug wire from the 
distributor cap to the plug—and don’t forget to check out the ends 
of the plug wires, too. 
 
If at any time you get a spark from the plug wire to the test light, 
you have a bad or dirty plug wire that is giving the spark a second 
path to follow to ground. Make sure to test the coil lead as well. (If 
the test light briefly illuminates while following the plug wires, that’s 



also a sign that the wires aren’t doing their job to contain the 
electricity.) If the plug wires pass the test, move the pointer of the 
test light around the distributor cap and see if you can catch any 
stray sparks. Then repeat the test around the coil, especially at the 
top, where the terminals are located. If everything still passes this 
test, take a spray bottle filled with water and mist the plug wires, 
the distributor cap and the coil. Then repeat the test. The water 
may help bring out some stray sparks—in fact, you may not even 
need the test light once things are a bit damp. 
  

3. Is the Distributor Shaft Worn? 
 
Remove the distributor cap and rotor 
and wiggle the distributor shaft. If you 
can feel any slop at all, the shaft or 
bushings in the distributor are worn. 
 
If you’re still using points, this will result 
in inconsistent point gaps and timing 

issues as a result. Worn distributor shafts cause fewer problems 
for electronic ignitions, but either way you should rebuild or replace 
the distributor if you want the best drivability and performance out 
of your car 

 
 

4. Good Condition and Set Correctly? 
  
 Points are the switching mechanism 

for the spark, and if they are worn, 
corroded or not set correctly, poor 
running will follow. 

 If your car is still using points, visually 
inspect them and look for a clean, 

smooth surface. If you see corrosion or pitting, replace them. Set 
them to the gap or dwell angle specified for your car and then set 
the timing again. 
  



5. Is the Timing Properly Set and Consistent? 
  
 Make sure you’re properly setting the 

distributor’s timing and that the 
advance mechanism is working. When 
checking the timing at idle, are you 
disconnecting the vacuum advance as 
the manual says? Are you using the 

right timing marks on the timing tab? Is the advance going through 
its curve properly and achieving the proper amount of advance at 
high engine speeds? 
 
Make sure you check all of these things before getting more drastic 
and blaming the carburetor. We discussed how to properly set a 
distributor’s timing in our last issue. 
 
When you set the timing, whether at idle or higher engine speeds, 
you should see a very steady, consistent reading at the timing 
mark. On engines with worn distributors, you may see a variance 
of as much as 10 degrees. If the timing is bouncing all over the 
place, it’s time to rebuild or replace the distributor before the 
engine runs well. 

 
Problem Fixed? 
Even though there’s a lot going on regarding a car’s ignition system, 
some detective work can usually solve the problem. Before blaming the 
carburetor for a poor running engine or replacing a bunch of hardware, 
first check all of the basics. A methodical approach should uncover the 
problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 

“Because I Had A Sports Car” 
Ted Rounds, 1931 – 2021 

By David Cathers 
 
In 1950, nineteen-year-old Ted Rounds bought a new MG-TD.   Later that year he 
raced it.  In his second race he came in second.  He was not yet twenty.  You may 
not know his name, but – to many – he was a uniquely important man.    
 
Ted was born in Binghamton, NY, on November 2, 1931 and grew up in the 
nearby town of Vestal.  His family owned a coal yard, and as a young teenager he 
learned to drive in a 1938 Chevy ton-and-a-half truck with a four-speed non-
synchro gearbox.  He was adept at double-clutching by the age of thirteen or 
fourteen, when he began to work in the family business, delivering coal.  He loved 
cars, boats, and airplanes, but he focused on cars because that was what he 
could afford. At some point an aunt gave him a copy of Fortune magazine, an 
issue with an article about British sports cars.  In our conversations we could 
never quite figure out exactly which issue that was, but it was very possibly July 
1946 when the magazine published a long, illustrated piece titled “Morris Motors 
Ltd.”  As the article said, the “M.G. is a highly specialized, low-volume job for the 
sporty and mechanically sophisticated young…male. It is tiny, underslung, hard to 
get into, and you drive it almost supine, with the steering wheel close to your 
chest.  It can run nearly eighty miles an hour.”  Whichever article Ted read he was 
hooked, and he started saving to buy an MG.  Obviously financially astute at a 
young age, he learned that England devalued the pound in 1949 and that reduced 

the car’s price in the 
USA to $1800, an 
amount he had 
already saved.  The 
following year, the 
new, green TD was 
his. 
 
 
An illustration from the 
article “Morris Motors, 
Ltd.” published by Fortune 
magazine in July 1946.  
This was likely the article 
that fired Ted’s yearning 
for an MG. 
 



 
Not content with “nearly eighty miles an hour,” Ted made a few modifications, 
work he knew how to do because he was enrolled in the challenging Automotive 
Technology course at Broome Tech in Binghamton, alongside his great friend 
Sherm Decker.  Ted bored out his TD’s engine, increasing its displacement from 
1250cc to 1325cc and installing high performance pistons that he bought from JE, 
a California firm that continues in business today.  With that boost, Ted told me, 
“The car would run right by a stock MG-TD.”  He also replaced the clamshell 
fenders with cycle fenders, removed the front and rear bumpers, and deleted the 
stock windshield, replacing it with a plexiglass windscreen that he said, “Was 
small but big enough to cut down on the buffeting.”  For safety he wore a helmet 
with a face shield to fit over his glasses, but he had no kind of protective clothing.  
He bought a surplus seat belt at an Army Navy store, and he was ready to race. 
 
I was surprised and impressed that Ted had bought his first MG, modified it, and 
in practically no time took it to the track. So I asked him, “Why did you start 
racing?”  There were a few moments of silence on the other end of the line, and I 
instantly realized I had asked a dumb question -- and Ted was too much of a 
gentleman to point that out.  Then in a completely matter-of-fact voice he stated 
the obvious: “Because I had sports car.”   
 
In order to race he had to join the Sports Car Club of America and get an SCCA 
racing license.  This didn’t involve any formal training.  As Ted explained, “They 
didn’t have driving schools in those days.  You had to learn by yourself, going out 
on your own and driving fast on back roads.”  And although he loved racing he 
didn’t really feel at home in this group because “The SCCA was pretty much a rich 
man’s club in those days,” and Ted wasn’t one of them.  But he was determined to 
race and so he joined. 
 
“There weren’t many tracks then,” Ted told me, but he ran twice at Thompson, in 
northeastern Connecticut, in July 1951, coming second in his second race.  In that 
era Thompson was a half-mile banked oval, and Ted told me how best to drive it: 
“The fast way around was to stay in the center lane, and that made passing very 
difficult.  On the high banking you’re climbing a hill going into the corner and that 
slows you.  But if you go in low you’re climbing a hill going out of the corner.  That 
slows you too.”  He also explained how qualifying worked: “There was not enough 
time to qualify because there were so many classes.  You qualified by drawing a 
number out of a hat, and so where you finished kind of depended on how lucky 
you were with the hat.  Not a great track, in other words.”  In our conversations 
Ted often downplayed his driving skill, but he probably earned that second-place 
finish by quickly mastering the racing line -- it was not just the luck of the draw. 
 



 
 
The next year he skipped Thompson and headed 
for Pennsylvania, where he drove the Giants’ 
Despair hill climb on July 25, and then the 
following day won his class at the newly opened 
Brynfan Tyddyn road course.  Two weeks before 
this race the Wilkes-Barre (PA) Times Leader 
reported that the three-and-a-half-mile long track 
was “Generally hilly, with one very steep up-grade 
with a sharp turn at the top and one down-grade 
with a hair pin twist… everything for drivers to 
display their skill. The longest straight stretch is 
only six-tenths of a mile.”  Ted remembered that 
the track surface was oiled dirt, and because the 
course was entirely on public roads it had a high 
crown: “It was tricky.”  Maybe so, but he excelled 
at this track. 
 
Ted stopped racing after the 1952 season, finishing college and then joining the 
Army.  By the end of the decade he was racing again, now in MGAs, and, with 
typical understatement, he told me, “I had two good seasons, 1959 and 1960.”  In 
1959 he ran his beautiful ex-Sebring 1957 MGA, winning his class at Lime Rock 

on three separate 
occasions and coming a 
strong second at Watkins 
Glen in August.   
 
 
On August 1 of that year 
he had his greatest 
triumph, not only taking a 
class win at Berwick but 
coming first ahead of the 
formidable Bob Bucher 
driving the fast, famous 
MGA #029.   
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

In 1960 Ted drove a black 
Twin Cam, challenging the 
best MG racers at 
Marlboro, Cumberland, 
Dunkirk, Bridgehampton, 
Watkins Glen and Lime 
Rock. 
 
By 1959 he had opened a 
Mobil station in Vestal, NY, 
and later had a second one 
in Endicott, NY.  He 
serviced foreign cars, 

specializing in MGs and buying parts from Gordie Morris’s Morris Garage.   
 
His focus shifted away from driving, and in the words of 
racer / writer Dave Nicholas, “His knowledge of 
mechanics was so strong he easily earned his nickname: 
The Legend.”  Ted’s love of cars remained unabated, and 
after parting with his 1957 MGA he owned a number of 
coveted cars: a TR-2, an MGA coupe, a Porsche Super 
90 (“That was a flyer!”), a Lotus Europa John Player 
Special (“It was like a motorcycle.  It was so sensitive”), 
and an AC Aceca (“The best-looking car I ever owned’).  
And he was immensely proud that his ex-Sebring MGA 
and the Twin Cam have been restored and exhibited at 
the International Motor Racing Research Center in 
Watkins Glen.   
 
In late October nearly a month had passed since I last 
spoke with Ted and so I phoned him a few times, getting 
only voicemail.  Then in early November I learned from 
Gordon Ruston, one of Ted’s longtime BARCBOY 
friends, that Ted had died just a few days after his ninetieth birthday.  I never got 
to meet him in person, and I regret that.  In my experience he was a kind man, he 
had a keen intellect, a passion for cars -- especially MGAs -- and until November 
2021 he was that rare survivor: a fine driver and mechanic who drove a Twin Cam 
in the 1960s but had first gone racing in a modified TD seventy years ago, at the 
start of the 1950s.    
 



















 
 
 

 
 

MGVR celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of MG 

 
The MG Vintage Racers group, in conjunction with the 41st Lime Rock Park 
Historic Festival will host a grand celebration for the MG marques 100th birthday. 
 
The dates are Labor Day weekend, September 1-4 with 3 days of racing and the 
now famous Sunday In The Park concours on Sunday September 3.  There is no 
racing on Sunday at Lime Rock and the substitution is a world class judged 
concours, swap meet, a field full of automotive vendors along with the Gathering 
of the Marques which attracts 500+ autos of every kind that park on and around 
the race track.  This year MG will get position 1 on the Sam Posey main straight. 
 

• Competitors will be invited to the Friday night dinner which will feature 
significant MG people in a forum sure to bring tall tales and great stories 
from the past. 

• The MGVR will have a paddock area specified for MG competitors and a 
hospitality tent and area to meet and relax.   

• Sunday morning, we will have a typical Full English Breakfast buffet created 
and prepared by MGB racer and chef Andy Moore. 

• There will be an all MG feature race on Monday afternoon to include every 
MG entered.  During the Friday, Saturday and Monday Festival races, each 
competitor will have two sessions a day.  T’s will race with pre-war cars, A’s, 
B’s, C’s, V8’s and midgets will race in their respective classes.  Should we 
have enough of the newer cars, Skip Barber has promised separate MG 
races just for the faster classes. 

 
Lime Rock Park has a big infield camping area with showers for MG enthusiasts 
or competitors who wish to camp.  While there are many hotels and guest houses 
in the area, those planning on coming should make plans early. 
 
 
 
 



With so many activities happening during the weekend, an outline by day may 
make the organization of activities easier to understand. 
 
Thursday, August 30 – Vintage Racecar & Sports Car Parade, 4:00 pm – A 17-
mile tour through local towns and some of the most scenic roads in northwest 
Connecticut. The Parade concludes in the town of Falls Village with a Street Fair.  
Participation is limited and is by application only.  MG’s will have preference. 
 
Friday, September 1 – Action on the track with all classes and groups having 
practice sessions in the morning and qualifying sessions in the afternoon.  A swap 
meet (we would term autojumble) begins in the infield.  A Friday night competitors’ 
dinner on the hill featuring a forum of MG personalities. 
 
Saturday, September 2 – Action continues on the track with race #1 for all classes 
in the morning and race #2 in the afternoon.  Swap meet/autojumble continues. 
 
Sunday, September 3 – No racing due to a noise ordinance, however, the track 
will be filled with cars.  Two major shows will have cars displayed around the 
entire racing surface.  “Sunday in the Park Concours” is by application only, juried 
car show.  This year there will be a judged MG class in the Concours.  “Gathering 
of the Marques” is the other show, lining up cars along the edge of the racing 
surface, grouped by marque.  MG will be the featured marque for 2023.  The 
MGVR Full English Breakfast buffet held in the paddock. 
 
Monday, September 4 – A full day of racing with Race #3 in the morning and race 
#4 in the afternoon plus an All MG feature race.  Swap meet/autojumble 
continues.  
 
We look forward to having literally hundreds of MG’s at Lime Rock Park.  Not just 
race cars or show cars, but as a huge Gathering of the Faithful.  To get a glance 
at the Historic Festival    https://limerock.com/events/historic-festival-41/ 
 
For driver information: https://limerock.com/events/historic-festival-41/hf-driver-
information/ 
 
To enter: https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/historic-festival-41-race-car-
entry-lime-rock-park-687269 
 
For questions on anything feel free to contact Dave Nicholas mgvr766@gmail.com 
 
 

 

https://limerock.com/events/historic-festival-41/
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https://limerock.com/events/historic-festival-41/hf-driver-information/
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/historic-festival-41-race-car-entry-lime-rock-park-687269
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/historic-festival-41-race-car-entry-lime-rock-park-687269
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